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Imperial & Early Soviet Music

■ Peter the Great’s European 
leanings

■ St. Petersburg as “window to 
Europe”

■ Mikhail Glinka – A Life for the 
Tsar

■ Italian opera form

■ The Mighty Five and 
nationalist music

■ Meyerhold’s productions of 
Shostakovich’s Lady Macbeth 
of Mtsensk & Tchaikovsky’s 
Queen of Spades

■ “Chaos instead of Music”
editorial

■ Andrei Zhdanov as cultural 
commissar and 1948 
zhdanovshchina

Imperial Music Soviet Music & Cultural Policy
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Soviet Rock Music

■ Lasting effects of 1948 cultural policy

■ The Beatles influence of Soviet youth

■ Western musicians as ambassadors

■ Underground development of Soviet rock music and desire 
for melodic music vs. heavy metal

■ Aquarium’s “Ivan Bodhidharma”

■ Establishment of piracy culture in Imperial Russia              
& Soviet Union

Early Suggestion of Copyright Infringement
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Piracy Issues

■ 1878: First international conference to address copyright infringement

■ 1980s: Uruguay Round of GATT leads to TRIPS Agreement

■ 1990s: U.S. prioritization of Russo-American relations in favor of democracy

■ 2000s: U.S./International prioritization of IP amidst growing piracy in digital music

■ Soviet underground music

■ AllofMP3.com and piracy of digital music to the detriment of music industry

■ Russia’s desire to join WTO

■ International pressure to rework IP law

■ New IP law in Civil Code, Part IV

Established IP policy

Russian IP infringement
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Russian Civil Code, Part IV

■ Centralizes enforcement of IP 
infringement with law 
enforcement

■ Strengthens protection of 
“commercial designations” (trade 
names) and trade marks

■ Adheres to international IP laws

■ Emphasizes Russia’s willingness to 
comply to international treaties

■ Passed too quickly with little 
consultation

■ Practically same law as its 
predecessor

■ Amendments needed immediately 
with dissolved government 
immediately following Civil 
Code’s passing

■ Law enforcement’s lack of 
experience with IP infractions and 
lack of laws addressing 
enforcement

■ Civil offense, rather than criminal 
offense

Strengths Contradictions & Conflicts
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International implications of 

Civil Code, Part IV

■ Russia signed the WIPO Copyright 
Treaty in 2008; joined the        
WTO in 2012

■ Lack of understanding regarding 
the importance of protecting IP 
still exists

■ Russian cultural industries 
pleading with government to 
address continued piracy

■ U.S. and other countries who lead 
in IP protection should help 
establish Russia’s IP-protection 
and enforcement infrastructure
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Policy Recommendations

■ Assessment of IP-infringement penalties in relation to other 
countries, including reclassifying under criminal law

■ Passing of amendments clarifying enforcement, in addition to 
international assistance in training law enforcement in IP protection

■ Serious consideration of new anti-piracy bill, placing responsibility 
on website owners within reason and for the protection of copyright 
holders
■ If considered, law needs to be structured carefully to avoid censorship

■ Recommended law above should not be mistaken for the anti-piracy law 
concerning internet piracy of films which the Duma recently passed

■ Educational programs for all demographics (through school for 
children; through work for adults), emphasizing importance of IP
protection


